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may demand, it would remain for us to defend firmly our
interests to the end.".304
That Sazonov should suspect England's loyalty to Rus-
sian interests in the Balkans is not altogether surprising.
But. that he should also speak thus of France indicates what
a strong element of suspiciousness there was in his character,
especially in view of the fact that Izvolski had informed him
only a few days before that "Poincare, in the most decisive
terms, confirmed Doumergue's declaration . . . that France
is firmly determined to act with us in this connection.
From Poincare's words, I have been able to conclude that
the expressions of the declaration mentioned have been
most carefully weighed by him and his Ministers, and that,
in spite of France's love of peace, these words express, with
full and deliberate intent, a quiet resolution not to with-
draw, under existing circumstances, from those obligations
imposed upon her by her alliance with us." 305 It was this
suspiciousness which led him to intercept and decipher from
time to time the despatches between the French Govern-
ment and the French Ambassador in St. Petersburg. It was
perhaps a realization of this suspiciousness which caused
M. Poincare so frequently to assure Russia that France
would support her; these assurances are probably to be
interpreted as efforts to strengthen the Franco-Russian
alliance and tighten up the Triple Entente, rather than as
incitements to bring about a European war by which France
might recover Alsace-Lorraine.
On January 13, 1914, just as the Liman von Sanders
Affair was about to be given a satisfactory solution, the
3<HSazonov's report to the Tsar, Dec. 27/Jan. 9; Adamov, pp. 62-64.
It is possible that Sazonov used this argument—that Russia was in danger
of being politically isolated—in order to persuade the peace-loving Tsar
to approve the discussion of plans for preparedness.
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Schreiner, p. 704; Stieve, IV, 17. Cj. also Iwolski to Sazonov, Dec. 17/30,
1913, and Jan. 2/15, 1914; M.F.R., pp. 478-481, 674; L.N., II, 218, 229;
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